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 Shiva is a divine power and supreme god in hindu religion. There are three 

supreme gods Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh in which one of the most popular gods is 

Shiva, who is also known as ―the destroyer.‖ There are three forms of Shiva in which 

devotees used to worship him. In physical forms he is worshiped through ideals, 

photos and Shivalingam. Shivalingas are found from Harappan sites. 

 There are 12 Jyotirlingas across the country. These are believed to be located 

at Somnath (Gujarat), Mallikarjuna (Andhra Pradesh), Mahakaleshwar (Ujjain), 

Omkareshwar (Khandaya), Kedarnath (Uttarakhand), Bhimashankar (Pune), Kashi 

Vishwanath (Varanasi), Trayambakeshwar (Nashik), Nageshwar (Dwarka), 

Vaidyanath (Deoghar-Jharkhand), Rameshwaram (Tamil Nadu), Ghrushmeshwar 

(Aurangabad-Maharashtra) (Fig. 1). Parallel to this, the Shivalinga of Ghushmeshwar 

Mahadev located in Sawai Madhopur district of Rajasthan is also considered to be the 

12
th

 Jyotirlinga of India (fig. 2). 

 

 

 

  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fig. 1, Location of 12 Jyotirlingas in India                        Fig. 2, Map of temple (curtsy from Google)    
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  This temple is located in a village named Shivad, in tehsil Chauth ka Bharwara 

of Sawai Madhopur district of Rajasthan at latitude 26.199946 north and longitude 

76.035040 east (fig.3). One can reach this temple by getting down at Isarda railway 

station on the railway line going from Sawai Madhopur to Jaipur and further 3 kms by 

any two-wheeler or four-wheeler in the north direction. At present, this temple is 

situated on the bank of a huge pond at the foot of Devagiri hill of white stone on 

which a fort is built. This temple is said to have been situated at this place since the 

distant past.  

 

 

 

 
                               

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Fig. 3) General view of Temple 

  

          The temple has its own significance from ancient times (Fig. 4). Puranas gives a 

detailed description of Shivaad while it has a sound oral history also. In ancient times, 

Shivad was known as Shivalaya which is described in Shiv Puran, Koti Rudra 

Samhita as follows: 

lkSjk’Vªs lkseukFka p Jh”kSys efYydktZque~~A mTtf;U;ka egkdkyeksaadkjs ijes”oje~~AA 

dsnkja fgeoRi``’Bs MkfdU;ka Hkhe”kadje~~A okjk.kL;ka p fo”os”ka +=;Ecda xkSreh rVsAA 

oS|ukFka fprkHkwekS ukxs”ka nk#dkousA lsrqcU/ks p jkes”ka ?kq”es”ka rq f”koky;sAA 

}kn”kSrkfu ukekfu izkr#RFkk; ;% iBsr~~A loZ iki fofueqZDr% loZflf)Qya yHksr~~AA
1
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Fig. 4, General view of Temple, Nandi sitting facing Lingam 

                     

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig. 5, Remains of old structure                          Fig. 6, Garbhgriha            Fig. 7, Shikhar of old temple 

  

 The old structure of the temple shows that it was built on a tri-rath plan with 

pyramidal shaped nagar style shikhar covered with amalak which can be dated back to 

9
th

-10
th

 century A.D (Fig. 5-7).  It is mentioned on the wall of the temple that the 

people were digging foundation for a dharamashala and they found a shivaling made 

of black stone under the debris of ruins of this temple on December 12, 1998 which 

was installed in present temple on June 21, 1999.    

 The Shiva Purana, Koti Rudra Samhita, chapter 32 and 33 narrates a story of a 

loyal lady Ghushma on whose name this Jyotirling is known. It is mentioned that 
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there was a brahiman named Sudharma living near the hill of Devagiri. His wife 

Sudeha was faithful to her husband but she could not give berth to any child. She 

proposed to her husband to get remarried with her younger sister Ghushma. Later 

Ghushma gave birth to a beautiful male child and Sudeha became jealous. Ultimately, 

she killed her son and threw his body parts in a tank where Ghushma use to worship 

shiva by thousands of shivalingas and dropping there. Ghushma became worried and 

started worshipping Shiva. Shiva pleased from his devotion and appeared before her. 

He made alive his dead son and asked Ghushma to get a boon. Ghushma asked shiva 

to stay there in form of Shivalinga with her name. Shiva accepted it and the lingam is 

still known as Ghushmeswar
2
. The place Shivalaya and hill of Deogiri is mentioned in 

a glorious manner in the astronomical literature by a commentator Narayan in 

Muhurta Martanda who was resident of a village Tapar of this area
3
. Its religious 

importance is described in detail in Shivarasyam
4
.                    

   

 Thus, it is mentioned that the place of Ghushmeshwar is in Shivalaya. The 

name of Shivalaya itself got corrupted in the medieval period to "Shivala" and then 

from Shivala it became "Shivad" at present. Apart from this, Shivad has also been 

described in detail in Ghushmeshwar Mahatmya, due to which the places of the 

ancient Shivalaya around the present Shivad appear as they are, though corrupted 

geographically
5
. 

 Similarly, the description of Shivaad is also found in Skanda Purana, where 

Soota ji is telling about Ghusmeshwar to Shaunak rishi. Soota ji told Shaunak rishi 

that Ghushmeshwar's place is in Shivalaya, the length and breadth of Shivalaya area is 

1 yojana each. This area has four gates, in which the name of the eastern gate is 

"Sarvasarp" where Bhairav is the protector (so nowadays a village named Sarasop is 

settled at this place, where Bhairav's place is still present.) The name of the second 

northern gate is written to be Vrishabh Dwar, whose present name has changed to 

"Bahal" of Vrish and become "Bahad" which is situated in the north direction of 

Shivad. The name of the third western gate is written to be Natyashala Dwar, which 

has been corrupted and has become "Natwara" nowadays. It is situated in the village 

in the west direction of Shivad. The fourth is written to be Ishwar Dwar in the south. 

Where there is mention of a Linga named 'Ishwareshwar' (so at the place of this gate, 

a village named 'Isarda' is settled today, where a Shivling named 'Ishwareshwar' is 

still present). There is a description of Vashishthi river near this area, which has been 

corrupted to 'Banas River', it is written that there is a forest of Mandar (Aak tree) on 

its bank. In its place, a village named Mandawar is settled today. It is written that 

there is a lake named Sursar in the north-west. Where the Sursar lake has broken, its 
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drain passes near Siras village, in place of which 'Siram' village is settled. Further 

ahead, it is written that there is a forest of Bilva leaves on the bank of Vashishti river. 

This forest of Bilva leaves is present near 'Sureli station' on the bank of Banas River. 

From where, Bilva leaves are brought even today and offered to Lord Ghushmeshwar. 

Similarly, the corruptions of the words mentioned in Ghushmeshwar Mahatmya, 

included in the ancient Skandh Purana, took place. All these places exist as they are in 

all four directions of Shivad. With time, villages have come up in place of the gates, 

but the ancient Shivalaya is the present-day town of Shivad
6
 

 In the year 1081, when Mahmud Ghazni was going towards Somnath after 

looting Mathura, he saw this temple on the way. He ordered his commander Salar 

Masood to break this temple and loot its treasure. According to popular belief, when 

Salar Masood tried to break the sanctum sanctorum of the temple, he saw a very 

bright beam of light, seeing which he got frightened and informed Mahmud Ghazni 

about the facts.  

 
       (Fig. 8-9 some written notes on pillars)   

 Ghazni asked him to go back from there. These were some written notes on 

pillars in temple premises that identify the attack of Salar Masud on Shivaad (fig.8-9 

and 10). This attack of Syed Salar was faced by the then Gond dynasty's king 

Chandrasen, his son Indrasen and his commander Revat Rathore and they attained 

martyrdom on the battlefield. (fig.11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                Fig.10                                                         Fig. 11 Painting, showing attack of Mahmud Gaznavi on Shivad 
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 There after, his wives committed sati by sacrificing themselves in the fire flame in the 

temple premises itself. In their memory, sati pillars (Fig. 12-15) and chhataris  are still 

seen in the temple premises.  

   

  
 Fig. 12                                                 Fig.13                                 Fig. 14                      Fig.15,  Sati pillars 

  

Some figures are engraved on all four sides of this sati stone. On one side, 

palm of hand with wrist full of bangles on the other side, the figure of a sati woman, 

on the third side, Shivling and worshippers, and on the fourth side, Sun and Moon are 

engraved. (Fig.12-15). Brief inscriptions are also inscribed below these sati pillars 

(Fig.16). A beautiful chhatari is built on the top of a sati stone here (Fig. 17). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Fig.-16, Inscription                            Fig. 17, Chhatari on Sati stone             Fig.18, Sati stone 
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                  Some broken parts of this temple, some broken idols and many Shivlings are 

still found kept in the temple premises, which are evidence of this destruction. (Fig. 

19-21) 

  

Fig. 19, Shivalings                                                    Fig. 20, Fragments of                Fig.21, Broken door jambs    

  

Later, in 1179 AD, King Shivbir Singh Chauhan of Mandawar got this temple 

renovated but in 1358 AD, Alauddin Khilji attacked on King Hammir of Ranthambore 

and while on his way, he again attacked this temple and tried to destroy its structure. 

This event is displayed on wall paintings in the temple (Fig. 22-23) 

  

  

  

  

  
                  Fig. 22                                                                                 Fig. 23 
 

Although most of the people know that the Ghushmeshwar Jyotirling is 

situated in Maharastra but literary evidences, oral traditions, geographical location of 

the temple along with names of places are in favor to the temple located in the district 

of Sawai Madhopur of Rajasthan. 
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